


[] STEP 3: FIX BROKEN PERMITTING, INTERCONNECTION, AND SITING
PROCESSES FOR CLEAN ENERGY TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTED ENERGY
RESOURCE PROJECTS

Senator Markey’s Connecting Hard-to-reach Areas with Renewably Generated Energy (CHARGE)
Act would proactively plan and build a reliable and resilient energy grid across broad regions of
the country, which would bridge the gap between the supply of renewable energy and the cities
and towns that need access to clean megawatts. The legislation would also implement a series
of reforms through FERC to accelerate a clean energy transition by requiring strong
transmission planning reforms, establishing minimum levels of transfer capabilities between
regions, supporting competition, and requiring effective oversight of transmission networks
that can deliver clean electricity throughout the country.

FERC and the Department of Energy have recently enhanced existing authorities for
transmission siting and permitting that could be effectively deployed, and FERC also has
ongoing rulemakings that can address the interconnection backlog, cost allocation for
transmission, and regional planning. FERC can continue to do more to support grid-enhancing
technologies that improve transmission without requiring more infrastructure to be built.

Congress should amend the Federal Power Act Section 216 to designate FERC as the siting
authority for transmission facilities with capacity ratings of 1,000 MW or greater, as called for
in Senator Whitehouse’s Streamlining Interstate Transmission of Electricity Act (SITE) Act, and
direct FERC to allocate the costs of transmission projects.

Finally, addressing the inter-state and intra-state interconnection backlog will support new
clean energy and distributed energy resources that are ready for deployment, but have been
delayed by poor utility and wholesale market planning. At the end of 2021, more than
1,400,000 megawatts of total generation and storage capacity was in the queue for connection
to the grid—more than 90 percent of which was zero-carbon resources like solar, wind, and
battery storage. As of January 2023, Massachusetts had more than 19,000 megawatts of
capacity—nearly all wind, battery storage, and solar projects—in the Independent System
Operator-New England Interconnection Request Queue.

[] STEP 4: PRIORITIZE ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE PROJECTS OF STRATEGIC
NATIONAL IMPORTANCE

Additional legislative and executive action could support the swift adoption and completion of
projects that are both of strategic national importance and also a priority for environmental
justice communities. For instance, legislation could designate 25 zero-emission energy
generation projects as projects of strategic national importance, of which at least 50 percent
would be for clean energy projects that support environmental justice communities and do not
include oil, gas, fossil hydrogen, and carbon capture and storage projects. Environmental
justice liaisons in federal agencies, including FERC, and funding for interveners could also
ensure that communities are brought in at the front of the process, avoiding disruption down
the line.
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