Senator Ed Markey’s

RATEPAYER
ROADMAP

LOWER BILLS
CLEANER ENERGY

J 3 31 3 311
-)7%"-?

ED, MARKEY




e 2 R

2

Electricity demand is expectgd t

mostly flat, representing more th ar

increase is driven by a huge spike i m dat‘a q
trends in vehicles, heating, manufacturlng,
bring around 250,000 megawatts (MW) of i
meet that demand.

Data centers, used for Al and other computing; are a hu
demand. Estimates for data center growth are as high'_éa_
next four years. By 2030, that means a total of 130,000"7,

by data centers. By comparison, all of New England combine
MW of installed generating capacity. :

complete— to be delayed or canceled. Good-paying union jobs disappeared overnig _
projects hemorrhaged money, and families paid the higher price on their bills. By‘Febr
2026, nearly 173,000 clean energy jobs had been wiped out or delayed since Trump too
office.

So how do we get back on track?


https://climatepower.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/EMBARGO-December-Energy-Crisis-Snapshot-RES-2025_11-1.pdf
https://climatepower.us/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/EMBARGO-December-Energy-Crisis-Snapshot-RES-2025_11-1.pdf
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/electric-and-natural-gas-utility-rate-hikes-tracker/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/us-electricity-demand-to-grow-25-annually-thru-2035-bofa-institute/753911/
https://www.bcg.com/publications/2025/breaking-barriers-data-center-growth
https://www.iso-ne.com/static-assets/documents/100010/new-england-power-grid-regional-profile.pdf
https://www.iso-ne.com/static-assets/documents/100010/new-england-power-grid-regional-profile.pdf
https://rhg.com/research/assessing-the-impacts-of-the-final-one-big-beautiful-bill/
https://climatepower.us/news/new-report-173000-clean-energy-jobs-lost-or-stalled-as-energy-prices-continue-to-skyrocket/
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HELP FAMILIES DIRECTLY
WITH THEIR ENERGY BILLS
FOR RELIEF NOW

A ¥
as {'I , and weatherization
duals and families safe in the winter
. Despite the urgent need for

tance, with about 2 percent of eligible

Meanwhile, low-income families spend
non-low-income households, and
ind on their utility bills.

\( _\is“_tr'ation delays kept funds from going out the door. In addition to
IHE . P is able to use its full appropriation and serve the families that
tm t"be modernized and expanded. Senator Markey introduced
nd 'oling Relief Act to do just that. The bill would ensure year-round
gffordasﬂle and reliable heating and cooling for lower-income households
pelji'ehce diéproportionately high energy burdens, increasing funding by $3

)%y??ﬁ'; and allowing more households to qualify for aid. :
g {


https://liheappm.acf.hhs.gov/datawarehouse/custom_reports
https://www.ncsl.org/energy/low-income-renter-energy-efficiency-toolkit#:~:text=According%20to%20DOE's%20Low%2DIncome,be%20as%20high%20as%2030%25.
https://neada.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/winterenergyprapr24.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/02/climate/trump-layoffs-energy-assistance-liheap.html#:~:text=The%20layoffs%20were%20part%20of,being%20disconnected%20from%20their%20utility.
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/personalfinance/2025/04/18/six-million-households-utilities-assistance-trump-budget/83156528007/

BRING DOWN ENERGY BILLS WITH
EFFICIENCY, ELECTRIFICATION,
AND WEATHERIZATION

ost sﬁi-xcce

V. - herization

uce dependence on volatile natural gas

cent research indicates that
 upwards of $687 every winter by upgrading
zgéﬁon can save households '372 or more
_7, v.:erage of $4,725 in energy efficiency
Vi

fs portéd further, these programs can
grid while also bringing costs down for

ion has attacked energy efficiency standards, home energy
ency tax credits. The Inflation Reduction Act provided more
( ”e enérgy rebates, including for low-to-medium income
' he sost of electric appliances and insulation and receive cash
‘ 'e ficiency improvements. The home energy rebate programs were

2 ,ébo@'j'obs in installation and residential construction. The Inflation
ct also established new home efficiency tax credits, which returned $231
assachusetts taxpayers in 2023 alone.


https://medium.com/the-markey-times/ed-markey-climate-champion-a-legislative-history-d2ffb317494
https://acadiacenter.org/new-report-massachusetts-households-poised-for-more-than-600-in-median-savings-with-heat-pump-upgrades-under-proposed-rates/
https://www.energy.gov/scep/wap/weatherization-assistance-program
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/weatherization-assistance-program-wap
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/weatherization-assistance-program-wap

LOWER COSTS FOR COMMUTERS
THROUGH TRANSIT OPTIONS, FUEL
EFFICIENCY, AND VEHICLE CHOICE

’r e h useh?ld spendmg—and for
P w,;f ow rapldly if gas prices

; ,43 Upon language co-authored by Senator

ve: m gbn that drivers can go further on one tank

"drii\;r'ei-‘s money at the pump.

s ::. fuel economy standards rollback will cut the
ﬁ&ard to 34.5 miles per gallon by 2031—instead of
| standard by model year 2031 set in the Biden
ra standards were expected to save drivers $35 billion over
les and save 64 billion gallons of gas. The harms from this
expeed the prewously estimated benefits, as it
o | H future standards and to undo standards that manufacturers

¥ " ~ &
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https://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2026/housing-and-transportation-accounted-for-50-percent-of-household-spending-in-2024.htm#:~:text=Total%20annual%20household%20expenditures%20in,or%2017.0%20percent%2C%20on%20transportation.
https://medium.com/the-markey-times/ed-markey-climate-champion-a-legislative-history-d2ffb317494
https://medium.com/the-markey-times/ed-markey-climate-champion-a-legislative-history-d2ffb317494

SUPPORT STATE AND
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORS
IN PROTECTING RATEPAYERS
FROM UNFAIR RATE HIKES

LEVEE:] range of tools that they can use to adjust or reject

rs, \‘llke data centers, onto household bills.

as authorlty over energy costs as they relate to the high-capacity
ibn grid. Given the unprecedented growth in energy demand
om nhew data centers, FERC and state PUCs should exercise their
sure fair prices and reliable service by rejecting unfair rate filings
veié’tor-owned utilities that force ratepayers to subsidize data centers,




DEFEND CLEAN ENERGY PROJECTS
FROM PARTISAN TRUMPED-UP
ATTACKS—PARTICULARLY
OFFSHORE WIND

prces of electricity and represent more than 90% of

~ :,,'{'- recent years. Despite this, the Trump

Al _blocked clean power projects, jobs, and

St stop -work orders for five nearly completed offshore
5'm|ll|on homes once finished. When the projects
-Admlnlstratlon lost in the courts and was forced to allow
he Trump Administration next moved on to bribes—

r gies, a French energy company, nearly $1 billion in



https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senator-markey-leads-colleagues-in-urging-federal-energy-regulator-to-prevent-data-centers-from-dramatically-hiking-energy-costs-for-american-families
https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senator-markey-leads-colleagues-in-urging-federal-energy-regulator-to-prevent-data-centers-from-dramatically-hiking-energy-costs-for-american-families
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/us-new-wind-solar-batteries-2025-trump
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/us-new-wind-solar-batteries-2025-trump
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/23/climate/offshore-wind-gas-trump-total.html

_ ; Te hs‘and cuttlngjobs According to one analysis,

9,000 megawatts of battery projects,

y projects and developing energy programs
eral workers, losing 16 and 13 percent

A@Z an grld for ratepayers, and for the union
E rclﬁés Vlneyard Wind 1 completed construction
Massachusetts, and Revolution Wind started
r to the grid for Connecticut and Rhode Island.
ed, the two projects are projected to deliver more than
' ‘iea—n megawatts of electricity, enough to power 750,000
n s across the region. Vineyard Wind is set to deliver power at
per megawatt-hour, far below New England’s top spot price of $870

- el;‘megawatt-hour during Winter Storm Fern. By 2025, Vineyard Wind had

dlrectly employed nearly 3,700 workers—40 percent of whom were union
vorkers operating under a project labor agreement.



https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/22gw-renewables-under-trump-blockade
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/clean-energy/22gw-renewables-under-trump-blockade
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/02/04/climate/wind-solar-projects.html
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2026/01/13/heres-how-deeply-trump-cut-energy-enviro-agencies-so-far-00722792

KEEP FIGHTING FOR PROGRAMS
ILLEGALLY CANCELED BY THE TRUMP
ADMINISTRATION THAT WOULD

HAVE LOWERED RATES AND BUILTA |
STRONGER, CLEANER, ANDMORE |
RESILIENT GRID

| K S pport union jobs,
s around the

] |n canceled g
etts, that will

d hurt domestic

nding for th&natigﬂai climate bank, also

ion Fund, the Trump administration is actively
a f&fﬁ?bjecté that will support new jobs, clean
ommunities. In August 2025, the Trump _
u s L'l'lly terminate the $7 billion Solar for All funding
E , Tribes, and nonprofits, and that was set to enable
L W _‘ncome and disadvantaged communities

'.'I}%Ir energy. Instead, the Trump administration is going to

ch 8 ges to this termination are ongoing, the Solar for All
Llé_é'tfectgd and expanded. As designhed, this program was set to cut
U holds’ average energy bills by $400 a year, with more than $8 billion

€ ross all fifty states.

'C " 0 -
t megawatts of energy from the grid as demand continues



REINSTATE CLEAN ENERGY
TAX CREDITS

;i‘lt;te the use of project labor agreements for good-
M "l"k_ey’s CHARGE Act, most recently introduced in March
; n and build a reliable and resilient energy grid across broad



https://energyinnovation.org/report/updated-economic-impacts-of-u-s-senate-passed-one-big-beautiful-bill-act-energy-provisions/
https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senator-markey-introduces-sweeping-legislation-to-create-21st-century-electric-grid

natural gas giierse'as, rather than
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MAKE BIG TECH PAY
ITS FAIR SHARE

(Al) and cryptomining are fueling a rising demand for energy.
'yéars; data centers serving Al, cryptomining, and other computing
é;thari 10,000 megawatts of demand to the grid annually. Prompted
these - many of which rely on uncertain and speculative data
'utilities and transmission planning regions are spending billions to

~
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STOP THE ABUSE OF FAKE
ENERGY EMERGENCIES THAT
PUT RATEPAYERS ON THE HOOK
FOR BIG FOSSIL BAILOUTS

ing increase in use of emergency
de k$oWer Act, which it has deployed to keep
s Jperatmg past their planned retirement
bcteél areas to soar and pollution to surge as a
tended for short-term crises during extreme

‘3 ges But since Trump took office in January, the

02(c) orders to delay planned retirements of fossil fuel

Y n scheduled to be replaced with other, more affordable

n has required plants to continue operating but leaves it up to
yers to foot the bill. Ratepayers have been forced to cover the
Os these facilities - paying more than $267.9 million so far, with costs
'i'e -_‘f- by up to $6 billion per year if the Department of Energy uses this

:'nd



https://www.utilitydive.com/news/pjm-interconnection-capacity-auction-data-center/808264/
https://ieefa.org/resources/west-virginia-ratepayers-footing-bill-infrastructure-build-out#:~:text=The%20report%20also%20considers%20two%20high%2Dvoltage%20transmission,northern%20Virginia%2C%20largely%20driven%20by%20data%20centers.
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/988cf92d-c7a6-47d3-a564-28b9880e43ee/26.03.05---updated-fact-sheet-on-state-by-state-electricity-cost-increases.pdf
https://www.sierraclub.org/burningmoney
https://earthjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/grid-strategies_cost-of-federal-mandates-to-retain-fossil-burning-power-plants.pdf

STOP FOSSIL FUEL EXPORTS THAT
CAUSE PRICE SPIKES AT HOME

G) n the world—
ral ¢ than 7é

gel{/ bfause of the
I:I,24 more p r household.

ue to their contrlbﬁtlon torising

protect consumers from utility price hikes
/ ld not%fe the first time Congress has
i , Congress passed a ban on crude oil and natural
pe i ed in 2015.

PREVENT PRIVATE EQUITY FROM
MANIPULATING UTILITY COSTS

te eqwty s business model is fundamentally at odds with the mission to keep
c'.‘;& «-:w s lowﬁrlvate equity firms typically acquire companies using leveraged



https://www.citizen.org/news/trumps-lng-energy-export-policy-cost-households-12-billion-in-first-nine-months-of-2025/
https://www.citizen.org/news/trumps-lng-energy-export-policy-cost-households-12-billion-in-first-nine-months-of-2025/

~ —utllltles owned by municipalities, counties, or cooperatives—
W, /el A

nt financial logic than investor-owned utilities.
ot-for-profit, revenues are reinvested into the grid

olders or used to service acquisition debt. This

.iliii‘rect impact on rates: the American Public Power
ly finds that customers served by publicly owned utilities pay
Sl
2s on average than those served by investor-owned utilities.

0 satisfy private investors, public power utilities can also make

q u'cture investments, prioritize maintenance, and keep borrowing

i
=X

ing tax-exempt munlclpal bond markets—savings that flow back



https://www.publicpower.org/public-power/stats-and-facts
https://www.publicpower.org/public-power/stats-and-facts

REFORM GRID GOVERNANCE TO GET
BETTER PLANNING FOR A CHEAPER,
CLEANER, STRONGER GRID

1a guara 'tg'ed rate of return of

.g but because |t grows the base from
), s of return to reflect actual cost of



https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senator-markey-announces-discussion-draft-to-improve-governance-of-countrys-grid-operators
https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/senators-markey-announces-legislation-to-better-plan-for-cheaper-and-cleaner-electricity

TARGET UNFAIR UTILITY
BILLING PRACTICES




- ED MARKEY

UNITED STATES SENATOR FOR MASSACHUSETTS




