April 19, 2021

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
President of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500
Dear President Biden,
I write to encourage you to solidify the U.S. position as a global leader in combatting climate
change by including a methane emissions reduction target as part of the upcoming nationally
determined contribution (NDC) under the Paris Agreement. I thank you for rejoining the Paris
Agreement, organizing the upcoming Leaders Summit on Climate, and for prioritizing the urgent
climate crisis in Executive Order 14008. The impending NDC announcement provides a critical
opportunity to meet the worsening climate crisis with bold solutions, including through a
reduction in methane emissions.
The inclusion of a specific methane emissions reduction target in the broader NDC and the
discussion of methane emissions at the Leaders Summit would help address near-term global
warming, support global methane reductions, and strengthen our national response to the climate
crisis. Methane pollution is a significant and immediate risk to the global climate. It is the
primary component of natural gas and is roughly 80 times more potent than carbon dioxide over
a 20-year period.1 Additionally, methane accounts for around one-quarter of global warming, and
that share continues to rise due to emissions from fossil fuel and agricultural sources.2 Despite
the economic downturn from the COVID-19 pandemic, these emission levels surged in 2020,
exhibiting the largest annual increase recorded in recent decades.3
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A 40-percent reduction in methane emissions by 2030 is already technically feasible through the
use of existing technology and regulatory frameworks.4 More vigilance from the fossil fuel
industry would result in significant methane reductions. Indeed, the use of currently available
technology, such as technology to detect and repair methane leaks, could achieve a 75-percent
decrease in methane pollution from that sector.5 And enforcing rules to reduce methane
emissions from the oil and gas industry, issued under existing Clean Air Act authority, could
achieve approximately 60 percent of the 2030 reduction goal.4
Momentum is building for international action to curb dangerous methane pollution and mitigate
the immediate threat of accelerated global warming. Cutting methane emissions globally will
avoid nearly 0.3 degrees Celsius of warming by 2040.6 If countries include specific methane
targets in their NDCs, it will increase our chances of keeping global temperature rise below 1.5
degrees Celsius. The United States has an opportunity to cement its position as a global leader
through robust methane reduction targets and strategies, and can use that leadership to support
other countries in making similar pledges.
At the Leaders Summit on Climate, I encourage you to raise the urgent need to address methane
pollution. Thank you for your leadership, and I appreciate your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

_________________________
Edward J. Markey
United States Senator
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