The Opioid Overdose Reduction Act of 2014
Overdoses from opioids have increased dramatically in the United States. Deaths from drug overdoses have
tripled among men and increased fivefold among women between 1999 and 2010.i Approximately 38,000
people die each year from drug overdose, or more than 100 per day.ii Nationwide, drug overdoses now claim
more lives than motor vehicle accidents.iii
For every unintentional death from opioid pain medicines, nine persons are admitted for substance abuse
treatment, 35 visit emergency departments, 161 report drug abuse or dependence, and 461 report misuse of
opioid analgesics.iv The absolute scale of this is dramatic: roughly 475,000 emergency room visits each year for
misuse and abuse of opioid pain medicines.v
Death from heroin and other opioid overdoses may be prevented if the victim is administered an opioid
overdose drug, such as naloxone, in a timely manner. Several states, including Massachusetts, have established
programs allowing for the administration of opioid overdose drugs by non-medical personnel, including first
responders, family members, and friends. These programs have saved thousands of lives.
However, the willingness of medical and non-medical personnel to provide and administer opioid overdose
drugs may be deterred by potential civil liability. And the willingness of physicians to prescribe opioid overdose
drugs to persons other than a patient may also be deterred by potential civil liability.
The Opioid Overdose Reduction Act of 2014:


Exempts from civil liability individuals who provide or administer an opioid overdose drug under
certain circumstances:
o Exempts health care professionals from civil liability from any harm caused by the
emergency administration of an opioid overdose drug that they prescribe or provide to any
person provided that person receives education in the proper administration of the opioid
overdose drug
o Exempts individuals who work or volunteer at an opioid overdose program from civil
liability from any harm caused by the emergency administration of an opioid overdose
drug that they provide as a part of an opioid overdose program
o Exempts individuals who administer an opioid overdose drug to a person who is or
reasonably appears to have suffered an overdose from civil liability provided they obtained
the overdose drug from an overdose program or a health care professional and received
education in the proper administration of the overdose drug



Preempts state law, but states can override the Opioid Overdose Reduction Act if they enact
specific legislation pursuant to the Act.
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