Nnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

June 27, 2019

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 25000

Dear Mr. President,

We are writing to express concern about reports that your administration is delaying the
imposition of targeted sanctions against Chinese officials involved in human rights abuses
against the Uyghur and central Asian Muslim population in Xinjiang in order to allow for the
conclusion of bilateral trade negotiations.

On June 21, 2019, the South China Morning Post reported that Secretary of the Treasury
Steve Mnuchin is delaying action on sanctions against Chinese officials due to concerns that
sanctions would disrupt trade talks. According to the report, multiple agencies have come to an
agreement on the sanctions package, and Uyghur advocacy organizations briefed on the matter
have said sanctions are forthcoming.! However, despite broad agreement in the administration,
senior State Department officials have noted that “the problem [of proceeding with the sanctions]
is with Treasury.” The New York Times similarly reported on May 4, 2019 that, according to
three American officials, the United States “was on the verge of imposing sanctions on top
Chinese individuals and companies but pulled back after some administration officials said doing
so would jeopardize trade talks with Beijing.™

When asked about these reports and whether the United States would raise human rights
issues in the trade negotiations, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo responded by saying, “No.
Human rights are going to be addressed, and we’ve done so. I've raised it in multiple
conversations with my counterpart, their foreign minister, and with others.” Neither the
Secretary’s comments nor any other statement from your administration has confirmed or denied
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the recent report. In fact, Bloomberg News reported on June 21, 2019 that you had twice asked
Vice President Pence to postpone a speech that was going to criticize China’s ongoing abuses.
You were reportedly concerned that criticism of the government’s human rights record would
have jeospardized trade talks and a G-20 summit meeting between you and Chinese President Xi
Jinping.

If accurate, the press reports are deeply troubling given the gravity of the situation. The
State Department’s most recent Country Reports on Human Rights characterized Beijing’s
treatment of the Uyghurs as arbitrary detention “in internment camps designed to erase religious
and ethnic identities,”® which prompted Secretary Pompeo to describe China as “in a league of
its own when it comes to human rights violations.”” Human Rights Watch and other
organizations have documented the Chinese government’s use of surveillance technology,
artificial intelligence, and mobile apps to closely monitor Uyghur and Central Asian minorities.®
Uyghur activist Rushan Abbas, who testified before the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations
Subcommittee on East Asia, the Pacific, and International Cybersecurity Policy on April 9, 2019
about her family’s imprisonment in Xinjiang, has called for the United States to address the
human rights abuses committed by Chinese officials.” To make matters worse, the United
Nations and other international observers have not been permitted to visit Xinjiang to gain
additional information about these human rights abuses. "

Failing to address these egregious human rights violations weakens American moral
leadership. Further, the lack of action by the U.S. government sends a signal to authoritarian
governments throughout the region — and beyond — that they can operate with impunity and
face no consequences from the United States. We strongly urge your administration to uphold
fundamental human rights by moving expeditiously — and independently — to hold violators
accountable.

Sincerely,
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