MNnited States Senate

December 23, 2025

The Honorable Doug Burgum The Honorable Pete Hegseth
Secretary Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior U.S. Department of Defense
1849 C Street, NW 1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20240 Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Burgum and Secretary Hegseth,

Yesterday, the Department of the Interior announced that it is seeking to pause the leases for
all large-scale offshore wind projects under construction in the United States—Vineyard Wind 1,
Revolution Wind, CVOW, Sunrise Wind, and Empire Wind 1. As part of this announcement,
Secretary Burgum cited “recently completed classified reports” from the Department of Defense
as the source behind the “national security risks” that you allege prompted this action. As
members of Congress who are able to view classified information by the virtue of our positions
—and who represent a state and workers harmed by this decision—we request access to these
classified reports.

These purported lease pauses will have the effect of putting Americans out of work,
destabilizing our energy grid, and causing electricity prices to soar during the expensive home
heating season. According to our regional grid operator, Independent System Operator-New
England (ISO-NE), “canceling or delaying these projects will increase costs and risks to
reliability in our region.”"

Due to the serious implications of this unprecedented and unwarranted action against
American workers and our energy grid, we ask that you respond by the end of the week to set up
a date and time when we (or members of our staff with appropriate clearances) may view these
documents.

Sincerely,

! Press Release, ISO-NE, ISO New England statement on Department of the Interior offshore wind announcement
(Dec. 22, 2026), https://isonewswire.com/2025/12/22/iso-new-england-statement-on-department-of-the-interior-
offshore-wind-announcement/.
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