
Oppose Oil and Gas Exports 
 
April 21, 2021 
 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
On behalf of our millions of members and supporters nationwide, we write to ask you to 
support the Block All New (BAN) Oil Exports Act. This legislation would amend the Energy Policy 
and Conservation Act to reinstate the ban on the export of crude oil and ban the export of 
natural gas produced in the United States.  
 
We cannot address the climate crisis by reducing fossil fuels usage domestically, while 
simultaneously allowing fossil fuel companies to dump fossil fuels on international markets. Oil 
and gas exports will also continue a legacy of pollution that is disproportionately impacting 
environmental justice communities.  
 
Oil and gas exports are on the rise, driven by the fracking boom and enabled by Congress’ 
reversal of the 40-year-old crude oil export ban in 2015. A 2020 report found that oil exports 
have increased by 750% since 2015, peaking at approximately 3.4 million barrels per day in 
2019. As of October 2019, 24% of all crude extracted in the United States was exported. Gas 
exports are on a similar trajectory. In the first half of 2019, US liquid gas exports averaged 4.1 
billion Bcf/d, more than double the daily average for 2018.  
 
The surge of oil and gas exports is driven by a massive expansion of fracking, which has created 
booms and busts in the 17 years since the Energy Policy Act of 2005 was signed by President 
George W. Bush. Fracked oil and gas wells decline faster than conventional wells, leaving 
behind scarred landscapes and tremendous financial liabilities that are borne by taxpayers.  
 
Rather than continuing to allow the oil and gas industry to perpetuate the climate crisis and 
harm communities locally and globally, Congress should end all oil and gas exports. We urge 
you to support the Block All New (BAN) Oil Exports Act. We appreciate your attention to this 
matter and stand ready to work with you to end oil and gas exports. 
 
Sincerely, 
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