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Dear Dr. Fauci:
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I write to inquire about efforts within the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
(NIAID) to improve our influenza vaccination program. With a mild influenza season killing
12,000 Americans per year — and up to 56,000 during a more severe season' — it is imperative
that we diligently explore ways in which we can improve the production and design of the

influenza vaccine.

Predicting the strain and virulence of influenza every season is challenging, given the high
mutability and infectious nature of the virus. This, coupled with our current production and
manufacturing processes, has historically led to the creation of a vaccine that ranges from 10 to
60 percent in effectiveness each year.? Experts from across the country are working to improve
our understanding of why our influenza vaccine is traditionally ineffective, and to identify
solutions that will yield a more successful influenza vaccine,” and ultimately, save lives.

I understand that you are interested in developing a universal influenza vaccine, which would

protect Americans against a number of potential strains and would not require annual

revaccination.’ I agree that NIAID should be pursuing ambitious, disruptive goals like this, while
concurrently working toward advancements that will strengthen our current influenza

vaccination program and help save lives.

Please provide me with an update within 14 business days on your goals for improving the
production and design of the influenza vaccine and the efforts NIAID is undertaking to achieve
these goals. In your response, please outline the scientific and resource challenges to achieving
an improved vaccine and cite ways in which Congress can work with NIAID to expedite these
initiatives.

! https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/disease/2015-16.htm
2 http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/09/why-flu-vaccines-so-often-fail
3 https://www.niaid.nih.gov/diseases-conditions/universal-influenza-vaccine-research



I look forward to working with you to improve the success of our influenza vaccination program.
Thank you for your attention to this request.

Sincerely,

DI R Y

Edward J. Markey
United States Senator




