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Dr. Rochelle P. Walensky
Director

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
1600 Clifton Road
Atlanta, GA 30329

Dear Director Walensky,

I write regarding ongoing COVID-19 vaccination efforts by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), and the continuing need to protect vulnerable individuals from COVID-19. To date,
more than 168 miilion Americans have been fully vaccinated with an approved COVID-19 vaccine. This
represents 50 percent of the total U.S. population, and 58 percent of the population eligible to receive a
vaccine'. Although it is imperative that the United States continue to vaccinate more individuals against
COVID-19, I encourage the CDC to evaluate the potential need for additional “booster” doses of the
COVID-19 vaccine, particularly for vulnerable groups such as the immunocompromised and seniors.

After a period of sustained decline, COVID-19 cases have again surged in the United States, driven by the
highly contagious B.1.617.2 (Delta) variant. According to CDC data, an average of 97,000 new COVID-
19 cases have been reported each of the last seven days.” This is the highest seven-day case average since
February 11, 2021, when vaccines were not widely available.

The B.1.617.2 (Delta) variant continues to challenge existing approaches to public health in the United
States and around the word. On July 29, 2021, after Israel experienced a resurgence of COVID-19 cases
similar to the United States, the Israeli government announced it would begin offering citizens 60 years of
age and older a booster dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.® This decision followed Israeli researchers’
analysis of Israeli Ministry of Health data that suggested potential declining efficacy of COVID-19
vaccines for individuals who were several months post-vaccination. Further, the governments of
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Germany and France have also announced plans to offer booster doses of the COVID-19 vaccine to
vulnerable populations, particularly older individuals.’

As we enter a new phase of the battle against COVID-19, the federal government must remain nimble
against novel threats posed by the virus. To better understand and help inform the public of the CDC’s
approach to booster doses of COVID-19 vaccines, I respectfully ask you to respond to the following
questions in writing by August 31, 2021,

1. A recent analysis of clinical trial data found reduced vaccine efficacy six months post-
vaccination.® Does the CDC believe booster doses of COVID-19 vaccines are necessary to ensure
fully vaccinated individuals continue to be protected from COVID-19 and its variants such as
B.1.617.2 (Delta)?

2. Does clinical trial evidence of declining efficacy of COVID-19 vaccines concern the CDC?’

3. Has the CDC been in contact with the Isracli government about its decision to offer booster doses
of COVID-19 vaccines to individuals over the age of 607 If so, what has the CDC conveyed to
the Israeli government, and what, response, if any, has the CDC received?

4. Does the CDC plan to recommend booster doses of COVID-19 vaccines for high-risk groups
such as immunocompromised individuals or seniors? Does the CDC plan to recommend booster
COVID-19 vaccines for other groups? If so, how?

5. The CDC recently found that vaccinated individuals infected with the B.1.617.2 (Delta) variant
can transmit COVID-19.® Does the CDC believe that booster doses of COVID-19 vaccines would
help curb the spread of the B.1.617.2 (Delta) variant and others?

6. Would booster doses of the vaccine need to be reformulated to better respond to COVID-19

variants or would booster doses of the existing COVID-19 vaccine provide sufficient protection
against the virus?

Thank you in advance for your timely response.

Sincerely,

Edward J. Markey
United States Senator
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